
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 

 

GATHERING BEFORE THE WORD 
 

Prelude                           Two American Hymn Settings   
 

      Let Us Break Bread Together      Albert Zabel  
              (1935-2017) 
               Lord of the Dance        Douglas E. Wagner 
             (born 1952)                            
 
Greeting and Announcements                 Opening Sentences 

              
*Doxology - all to sing                                                                      No. 592            

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Praise 

 
*Call to Worship  
Leader:  The Spirit of the Lord is here; 
People: let us humble ourselves.  
Leader:  Let us worship God. 

 
*Opening Hymn                “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  
 
*Call to Confession                                                                                                           
Leader: God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love.  Knowing that God is compassionate to all, let us confess our sins. 

 
*Prayer of Confession (in unison)     
Faithful One, Despite our best efforts, we have not lived up to what we 
can do or who we can be.  Even when our intentions are good, our 
actions cause harm.  Even when we want to follow you more closely, we 
end up turning away.  We are at war with ourselves, and only you can 
bring peace.  Still our souls, order our steps, guide our feet back to your 
way. 
A Time of Silent Prayer 

 
*Assurance of Forgiveness                  
Leader: God upholds all who are falling, and raises up those who are bowed 
down.  Jesus Christ rescues us from sin and death;  This is good news!   
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.   

 
*Response of Praise-all to sing          “Gloria Patri”                          No. 579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

  *We Share God’s Peace    
Leader:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

(You are invited to share God’s peace as you greet those around you.) 
 

Special Music              O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                K. L. Phillips 
    (Piano Setting)                 (2021)       
 

SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Words of Institution    
 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination              
       

 Old Testament Reading                                  Song of Solomon 2:8-13 (NRSV)    
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/PH1990/563
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=649754616


 New Testament Reading                               Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (NRSV)  
                     
Sermon                                “Come To Me”        The Rev. M. Rex Espiritu 

arise, my love                           
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of the People…The Lord’s Prayer (‘debts’ and debtors’) 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Sending Hymn             “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”  
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude                           O Beautiful for Spacious Skies           Eleanor Whitsett 
       (Organ Setting)        (1931-2006) 

 
      (We invite you to remain seated through the Postlude.)   
           
                       *Indicates that those who are able may stand. 
 

 
 

Lectionary readings for July 12, 2026 

Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112 
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=649815613
https://hymnary.org/hymn/PH1990/564

