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Pastoral Perspective through Providential Parentage upon Paschal Pedigree 

 Maligayang Pasko!  ñMerry Christmas!ò in Tagalog (Filipino) is widely shared as a common greeting in 
my experience during the holidays.  From the season of Advent through Christmastide into Epiphany, one may 
well hear this phrase uttered among people familiar 
with Philippine culture(s).  A ñHappyò or ñJoyousò 
Christmas with a sense of wishfully festive celebra-
tion is expressed by one to another for all to receive 
heartwarming blessing on the holy observance of 
an especially joyful occasion.  Its etymology is 
rooted upon derived meaning from a feast at 
Christmas which shares in origination with a feast 
at Easter observed following Passover.   
 An apparent word connection accompanied 
by mutual emphases on Christmas and Easter (ñC 
and Eò) reminds this reader of paschal theology 
inherently embedded within language that bears 
witness to the service import of Christôs Mass.  
Celebrating the Messiahôs birth eventually leads 
worship to the Lenten Seasonôs ending in Holy 
Week and the Resurrection at Easter.  Christ Jesus 
was born to die and rise again for us seeing him 
celebrated as the reason for the season.  The holy 
and anointed one is to be lifted up among the mass-
es throughout these happy holy days of feasting.  We sing, Hallelujah! Christ is born and risen to save! In the 
name of the Lord, we cry, Alleluia!  
 As one birthed on Christmas Eve (whose mother became a nonagenarian on last Christmas), I am given 
renewed opportunity for reflection upon being the father of six children and a grandparent to more than a half-
dozen grandchildren, including a little one yet due to arrive toward the end of December.  They are to me so very 
precious gifts of dearly beloved ones in our family of faith in Christ at Christmas.  Having multiple parentages 
spanning from generation to generation with great grand progeny to bear brings to mind a family saying once 
more at this time.  We are gratefully ñblessed to be raising blessingsò amongst one another in the Lord over years 
of Godôs faithfulness through the generations.  This is a part of our spiritual calling, being set apart in vocational 
ministry and mission as may be prayerfully discerned by seekers becoming followers beside each other on the 
journey.  We are meant to help others along the way of the One who is the resurrection and the life we celebrate in 
this season of faith.   
 Perhaps that is what the celebrant of new birth is to 
be about, even more at such times of testing as many might 
find themselves challenged here and now.  The remark, 
ñOh, babyò captivates me in the captured photo of the table 
on which ample food to feast with is there for those present 
to partake of in due course.  It is with purposeful intention-
ality and meaningful depth for us to commemorate birthing 
anew amid the community of faith gathered to endeavor 
united in supportive effort.   
 Together proclaiming praise and thanksgiving for 
the hope at hand in the new year, I continueé Abiding by 
grace and peace with you and yours in the passion of the 
Christ at Christmastide and beyond, I am  
 
Pastor Rex Espiritu 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC RECOGNITION 

 The annual Worship & Music Recognition Sunday was held recently to honor those who contrib-
ute their service to the church worship experience.  Those honored include Greeters, Liturgists, 
Church Decorators, the Acolyte Coordinator, Coordinators of the Maundy Thursday and Christmas 
Eve services, Audio/Video Technicians, Choir members, Handbell members, Keyboardists, and Volun-
teer Choir Director.  The church worship is greatly enhanced by the services of all the volunteers.  
Thank you!  Photo by Sarona Goodrich. 

INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERISTY CHORALE TO PERFORM AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 
 Mark your calendar for a very special event on Sunday, March 8 at 4:00 pm. That afternoon 
the Indiana Wesleyan University Chorale will perform a community concert in our sanctuary. A re-
ception for the group will 
follow in our fellowship hall.  
 The Choraleõs direc-
tor, Master Davy Chinn, will 
lead the forty-member 
chorale in a one-hour per-
formance that will include 
spirituals, contemporary 
music, and hymns. The Cho-
rale consists of the forty 
best voices of IWU, select-
ed through competitive auditions. The group has performed in seven countries, including concerts 
in St. Paulõs Cathedral in London and the Pantheon in Rome.  
 The concert will be the first of First Presbyterian Churchõs community outreach perfor-
mances for 2026. Admission to the event will be free of charge. The concert is made possible by 
our Goodrich Memorial Fund.   Photo provided. 

 Annual  
Congregational 
Meeting     

 
 Sunday,  

March 15, 2026 
following Worship 

 
Please plan on  
attending! 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 31 - 

Monday, January 26, 2026 



Page 3 

 

JANUARY 
 
04 Conner Teeter 
05 Michelle Trinidad 
10 JB Goodrich 
12 Mike Ayers 
19 Angie Scott 
20 Gloria Green 
22 Luke Ford 
26 Steve Arnold 
27 Marsha Bisel 
 Martha Sue Ronald 
28 Susan Johnsonbaugh 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
04 Gary Smith 
05 Eric Trinidad 
10 Kleo Cripe 
11 Carolyn Scott 
14  Teresa Antonio 
 Grayson Ford  
 Debbie Myers 
20 Elly Byrum 
 Isabelle Byrum 
22 Bev Priest 
25 Leora Engle 
26 Eric Byrum  

PER CAPITA 2026 

 Itõs that time of year again to start 
thinking about Per Capita giving.  Presbyteri-
ans are connected in many ways, including our 
church government. Per capita is a way that 
all of the nearly 11,000 congregations, pres-
byteries, synods, and the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are con-
nected to serve God in the wider world.   
 Per capita makes it possible for Pres-
byterians to govern ourselves the way we do.  
Per Capita brings Presbyterians together ñ 
literally!  We invite you to prayerfully consid-
er contributing $46.02 for each confirmed 
member to this yearõs Per Capita Fund.  
Please keep in mind that we as a church 
pay Per Capita on each active member 
whether or not you contribute to the fund. 

COOKIES, COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
HOSTS SOUGHT 

 
 If you are 
looking for an en-
joyable way to 
serve your congre-
gation, please con-
sider hosting one 
of our monthly 
Cookies, Coffee, & 
Conversation 
events.  Linda 
Frantz can give you all the details involved in 
serving as host or call the church office. 

A CHOIRED TASTE KICKS OFF  
NEW SEASON 

 
 First Presbyterian Church will once 
again be sponsoring our local community 
choir, A Choired Taste.  Last year, the group 
moved from under the umbrella of Arts Place 
to our Church.  This proved a happy develop-
ment, as singer participation grew last spring 
to include 22 singers, while the audience at 
First Presbyterian outstripped attendance 
for any of A Choired Tasteõs previous con-
certs.  
 Rehearsals begin Monday, March 9 at 
5:30pm at First Presbyterian.  Please help 
spread the word that singers are needed.   
While almost all of last yearõs choristers are 
planning to participate, more voices are al-
ways welcome.  If you know someone you 
think would enjoy singing with the group, 
please let them know about our plans.  In ad-
dition, please pass on your suggestion to Eric 
Rogers, A Choired Tasteõs choral director.    
He will be happy to reach out with an invita-
tion to participate. 
 The group will perform a free concert 
at First Presbyterian Church in May as the 
second event in First Presbyterianõs 2026 
community outreach performances.    

Editorôs Note: It is the policy of ñThe Compassò to 

refrain from publishing names of children pictured 

in order to protect their privacy and identity since 

our newsletter is published on the church website. 

Adults may be identified in certain circumstances.  
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Hanging of 
the Greens 
Photos by 
Claire 
Smith. 


