
2nd Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2026 

 
 

GATHERING BEFORE THE WORD 
 

Prelude                  Meditation on Love Unknown             Francis Jackson   
             (1917-2022) 

 
Greeting and Announcements                 Opening Sentences 

              
*Doxology - all to sing                                                                      No. 592            

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Praise 

 
*Call to Worship  
Leader:  The Lord God keeps us, saves us, and protects us in times of 
trouble. 
People: Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Leader:  Even when fear strikes us, we know that we are safe, for we belong 
to God. 
People: We shall never be shaken or moved, for we are shadowed by 
God’s almighty hand.  We lift our voices together in thanks and praise. 
Leader:  Let us worship God. 
  
*Opening Hymn           “The God of Abraham Praise”  
 
*Call to Confession                                                                                                           
Leader:  Our help does truly come from God.  This help is not just for the 
times when trouble befalls us, or when our lives are hard, but when we are the 
ones who are to blame, when we face the consequences of our own actions.  
Knowing that, we turn to God for help, trusting in unending grace.  We cannot 
earn God’s grace or favor.  It comes to us, not as something owed, but as a gift 
freely given.  Confident in God’s love for us, even when we are ungodly, we 
confess our sins in faith. 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                 
Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace.   
You call us to go, following the plan that you have set out for us.  You 
promise us blessings and purpose, but we do not trust your words.  We 
are timid and fearful as we follow your lead.  We justify our actions and 
words, though we know they are not what you require.  We struggle to 
understand the new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky 
change.  We cling to what we already know, we trust in what we can see 
and touch, we make excuses for our failure to trust in you.  Forgive us, 
we pray.  Call to us again, that we may be born again through your Spirit.               
Help us to believe—trusting that you have included us by grace in the 
family of faith.  Give us the abundant life that comes from following your 
will. 
A Time of Silent Prayer 
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness                  
Leader:  Beloved, God is for us and not against us!  God sent the Son into the 
world not to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.  This is good news!   
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.   
 

*Response of Praise-all to sing          “Gloria Patri”                          No. 579 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
  *We Share God’s Peace    
Leader:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

(You are invited to share God’s peace as you greet those around you.) 
 

Special Music                          Adagio Cantabile           Ludwig van Beethoven 
   From Sonata Pathétique, Opus 13       (1770-1827)                

 

SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/PH1990/534/high


People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Words of Institution    

 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination              
       

 Old Testament Reading                                               Genesis 12:1-4a (NRSV)  
  
Hymn (seated)                         “Jesus Loves Me”                        No. 304  

Jesus loves me!  This I know.  For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 
Children’s Message                   

(Children grades K-8 may be dismissed to Sunday School) 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

 New Testament Reading                                                    John 3:1-17 (NRSV)                           
 
Sermon                          “Jesus by Night”    

had told him                         
The Rev. M. Rex Espiritu 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of the People…The Lord’s Prayer (‘debts’ and debtors’) 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Sending Hymn        “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  
   
*Charge and Benediction 

  
Postlude                                 Fantasia in C Major                  J.S. Bach 
              (1685-1750)              

      (We invite you to remain seated through the Postlude.)   
           
                       *Indicates that those who are able may stand. 
 
 

Lectionary readings for March 8, 2026 

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

 
 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=639036041
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=639036977
https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/PH1990/332/high
https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/PH1990/332/high
https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/PH1990/332/high

